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tran and a poster designed by Mive Mills
@hai Mr. Prwtt bought from {
AHr] Clothing store on 1 alaye

While the house's exterior is all dark, i

tosides are more a sivlish wink than
wilchy shrwek | Liferall there's &
hologram of big movie-star eye

eniry hall thar winks as one walks m )
*There are no pentaches,” sawd Mr Pruitr
whose paintings of pandas will be shown at
Gavin Brown's Enterprise, a gallery mn

Manhattan, this February. 1 think a Goth
deenager womid be disappoinied

The two men have conjured a decor that
vanously recalls the dark huomorist Charles
Addams, the [ate 1960°s interiors guru David
Hicks and Andy Warhol, the king of Pop
trony. [he house lunctions both as a charm
ng home with &
knockabuat clegance and as a statement
sabout its owners' beipg the new kids on the

[{/1/STT]

An eccentric
renovation creates an
instant landmark.

block = the eocentnes on the Tl
Rarely has so Little aey gone so far In
addition 1o the $140,008 purchase pric -

men have spent only about $10,000 an fur
nishings. They managed to do so by spend

mg pearly every weekend for the past 1
months snatching up cheap, theatrical |
wherever they could Mosi of their br
brac came from eBay, mcluding a st of
Charles Addams plates from the 196d's (73

5

ch), a coramic owl lamp ($100) and 16
ame Yout Poson  tumblers (labeled ar-
semic, strychnine, etc . §75)

The same contrarian impalse that led
them to paint the facade hlack also led them
to flout the current design emphasis on
authenticry and guality. A rhino head above
the hreplace. bought for $500 a1 the Brim
ekl flea market i Massachusetis, s fiber
ulass. Th ants w the conservalory ane
almost all plastic, as are the laxidermy™
burds flock throughout the house and a
sp1 of three ghouhishiy outsized kmves hang-
g in the kitchen The couple collect patriot.
i vagles, which, pamted black, acquire an
amineus quality. Underfoot are rugs woven
cartontishly 1o look ke tger skins

I was ging for the book of the Addams
family from the 1960's siicom.’ said Mr
Pro#i, 3 Thew house isn't morted at all
i"s quite oley Vit never lorgel the image
of Morticia arranging roses and clipping the
buts v were flinding their own
dilferem way 1o be cleg

Two 0, the men, whose primary
ressdence 1+ an apartment on the Lower
East Sade, began looking for 4 second home
n Asbury Park, N.J another formes resort
town, which has atrracted nftux of gay
men from Manhattan looking for an inex-
pensive alermative to the Hamptons and
Fire Island “But we reaily felt like we had

kind of mussed the boat” Mr Prunt sad
The prices went up éven while we were
Inoking

Asbury Park’s Victorian  architecture

raught their milerest, they sad, but they had
na appetite for the kind of camest and
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Horowits also Tell that

they were making a statement by locusing
m the decor
TRy s olten dis
utshed [re art-makung as superficial
devord of the meaning that an suppos
edly has d Mr Horowitz, whose current
show, at the Sadic Coles HQ gallery m
London, features a bed made up with pillow
cases embrowdered with famous pairs, like
John and Yoko and Jekyll and Hyde
might think that they would go all out
5 (rick-or-treating — their turn in
e limelight. But while 1hey're having a few
people over 0 celehrate, Mr. Prut said
they'se nol  wearing  anything  special
We're not having a costume party,” he
said “We're just wearing cocktail clothes
Around this hodse, Oct 31 5 just another
day
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Ghoul Cool on a Budget

ANT the maximum scare for
your dollar? This is not the
time to shop for it Off-season
s always better, sabd Rob Praitt, who
recommends holding of! antil next
wesk at loast
The rule appiies n a larger sense,
‘I you can go with a look that's not in
fashion at the moment, 111 be a kot
cheaper,” sud Mr. Pruitt, whe finds

i
skt ar ed-pl

fiea markets, thrift shops, dollar stores.
and eBay. where he has found Charies
Addams collectibles.

To offset the fake and iow-budget, he
and his partner, Jonathan Horowits,
cplurge on & lew ilems. Al an antiques
store in Hodson, N.Y ., they found o
amall table 1 the Adirondack stick
style, knew it woukd be ideal for thet
foyer and handed over $300. They also
pay what it takes for w
Dewp colors give a ki
olfbeat faraishings —

and can do won-
ders for ofherwise dreary white appli-
wnees. The two found o vivid acid

green calied Citrina tha gave thesr
washing machione, dryer and refrigern-
okt and pulbed logether

Bges Drutim bur The Here Yard Fimme

e kitchen. 1t is a type of paint called
hascolac iTom Schreuder, the Dutch
paint company (*The swatch book is
25 bud iotally worth it Mr. Praitt
said) . about $25 a quart from Janavic
Plaza and at www finepalints. com.

The extenor paint (Benjamin Moore
black) was meant for trim like shut-
ters and doory, but there’s no law
agaunst using it for the whole house —
a1 least, not in Fletschmanns
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